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Year 1 Phonics Screening Checks

A huge well done to the year 1 pupils for
how well they approached the Phonics
Screening Checks this week. Once again,
the children were so unfazed, yet so well
prepared to tackle the really challenging
test. | have administered the phonics
screening checks every year since their
introduction in 2012 and | would say this
was the most demanding set of words
(some real, some ‘nonsense’) ever. The
Screening Check is designed to test the
children’s ability to decode words using
their phonics knowledge. The strategies
the children had been taught served them
well so thanks must go to the year 1 staff
and the parents/carers who have
supported the children to acquire (and so
effectively apply) these skills.
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A huge well done to the children in Year 4 who completed
the national Multiplication Tables Check assessment this
week. The Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) is a
compulsory key stage 2 assessment that is taken by pupils
at the end of year 4 (in June). The MTC’s purpose is to
ensure the times tables knowledge is at the expected level.
The Multiplication Times Tables Check is an online test
where the pupils are asked 25 questions on times tables 2
to 12. For every question, the children have 6 seconds to
answer, and in between the questions, there is a 3- second
rest. Questions about the 6, 7, 8, 9, and 12 times table come
up more often. The questions are generated randomly
based on the rules of the MTC. Answering any question
with a 6-second time limit is daunting, but when the
questions are randomly generated and cover up to 12x12
when you are 9 years old is very challenging. To put this
into context, until the curriculum changed 12 years ago,
pupils at the end of primary school (aged 11) would only
have to rapidly recall multiplication tables up to 10x10. This
is a significant hike in expectation and we are so proud of
the children for taking this in their stride and trying their
best. There is no pass rate - the expectation is that schools
share the percentage of pupils who scored 25/25. Since
2023, the percentage of Glebe pupils achieving full marks
has been higher than the national average. Last year, 93%
of children at Glebe scored 18 or more out of 25.
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Football Tournament

On Wednesday afternoon, | took a group of children to represent Glebe in a
football tournament at Harlyn Primary School. Despite the weather being
unable to make up its mind what it wanted to do, Glebe were fully aware of
the task at hand and remained consistent throughout their five games. In the
first match vs St John Fisher, Glebe raced into an early lead and were 3-0 up
by half time thanks to goals from Sammy and Dylan x2. Up next, Glebe faced
an old foe - Newnham; in a tough game remained solid in defence and kept
the score at 0-0. In our third match, Glebe were up against Harlyn. Glebe
were in control from the first minute but, thanks to some incredible
goalkeeping from the Harlyn keeper, it remained 0-0 until Darcy, who was
phenomenal in her first ever footballing experience, put Glebe 1-0 seconds
before half time. Glebe started quickly in the second half and after some
fantastic work from Dylan on the left-hand side, the ball was turned into his
own net by a Harlyn defender. Moments later, the Harlyn keeper pulled off
another fantastic save, this time from Abida, who hit the perfect long-range
volley that looked destined for the back of the net. In the dying seconds of
the game, Sammy finally got the goal his hard work deserved and made it 3-
0 to Glebe. Our penultimate game was against another old foe, Sacred Heart,
and we really had to dig in to get a point here. Although there were chances
at both ends, two world class saves from Michael (one on the stroke of half
time and the other on the stroke of full time) kept the score at 0-0. In our
final match Glebe, the only team to play 5 games in the whole tournament,
were up against St Swithun Well’'s; thanks to another goalkeeping
masterclass from Michael and some great goalkeeping from SSW to deny
Dylan, the game ended 0-0.

Glebe were the only team to
have a 100% clean sheet record,
made even more impressive
given they played an extra
game! The children represented
the school impeccably, a huge
well done to: Sammy, Darcy,
Michael, Abida and Dylan.



Reception Visit to lver Nature Centre

Reception had a fantastic time on their very first school trip to
Iver Environmental Centre, despite the weather doing its best to
dampen our spirits! With rain pouring all day, the children
showed great enthusiasm and resilience, embracing every
activity with smiles on their faces.

During the visit, the children enjoyed pond dipping, discovering a
variety of fascinating creatures living beneath the water's
surface. They also took part in a mini beast hunt, carefully
searching for insects and learning about the habitats they call
home. One of the highlights of the day was creating bug hotels,
using natural materials to make safe spaces for insects and
other small creatures.

The children were wonderfully behaved throughout the trip,
listening carefully, following instructions and showing respect to
one another. They represented the school brilliantly and were a
real credit to our community. It was lovely to see their curiosity,
confidence and excitement as they explored the outdoors and
learned more about the natural world.

We are
incredibly
proud of
them and
are sure
this
memorable
first trip will
be one they
talk about
for a long
time to
come!
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Summer Term - 2026

Friday 3rd July - Year 3 Ancient Egyptian Day

Tuesday 7™ July - Year 6 transition day
Meet the Teacher (children and school staff only)

Open Evening: Spm - 7pm

Ifh

Saturday 11" July - Glebe School Fete -12 - 4pm
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HOME INFORMATION

June’s Musician of the Month

“Clara
Chetowemann

Books to read...

Watch and
discuss '3
Romances for

Violin'.

About: Clara Josephine Schumann was a
German pianist, composer and piano teacher.
Regarded as one of the most distinguished
pianists of the Romantic era, she exerted her
influence over the course of a 61-year concert
career, changing the format and repertoire of
the piano recital by lessening the importance of
purely virtuosic works. She also composed solo
piano pieces, a piano concerto, chamber music,
choral pieces and songs.

Genres: Classical, piano
Active from: 1828 - 1891
Origin: Leipzig, Germany

If you like Clara Schumann, try...

* Augusta Holmes
* Amy Beach
* Robert Schumann









Introductory session
for £44 with a discount
available for

Hillingdon First Card
holders on block
bookings.




A message from Dame Rachel De Souza,
the Children’s Commissioner.

| want to hear from children aged 0-18 from every
background, in every part of the country, and your
support will help make that possible. I'm asking children
about the things they enjoy, the challenges they face, the
changes they want to see in their communities, and what
they think a good childhood should look like today.
Your child can take part here:

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture.
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Wishing you all a good
week ahead.

Mrs Penney
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