Friends of Glebe School
Email: FriendsOfGlebe@outlook.com
Registered Charity No: 105167
Supporting our Children, Supporting our School

MINUTES OF THE FRIENDS OF GLEBE SCHOOL MEETING HELD
ON WEDNESDAY 17th JANUARY 2018.
In attendance: Lisa Bartholomew, Fiona Brown, Sarah Flemming, Sheila Harris,
Juliet Morris, Kate Murray, Suzanne Niznik, Nigel Scarrott, Rochelle Yeoman.
Apologies for Absence:
Kim Appleby, Rav Atwal, Nicki Cash, Natalie Clements, Jo Curle, Keren Ellis, Karen
Hampshire, Nicky Joyce, Cindy Kinver, Melanie Penney, Kathryn Sheehan, Jackie
Sorrell, Kim Sorrell, Moyra Scarrott, Rosanna Webb, Rachel Woolley.
Absent:
Yasen Amarasekara, Jennifer Campbell, Melanie Elliott, Rebecca Gledhill, Vicky
Hart, Tara Jones, Trisha Melendez, Delyth Moylan, Christine Price, Nick Purser,
Negin Sharma, Scott Wells, Vanessa Young.
2. Welcome and introduction of members
Members were welcomed to the meeting.
3. Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday
27th September 2017 were agreed as an accurate record and signed.
4. Events since last meeting.
Bags2School took place on 11.10.17 and raised £188.
Second hand uniform sales took place on 17.10.17 and 19.10.17 at the Parents
Consultation Evenings. An honesty box system was used and raised £41.01.
The Spooky Sparkle discos on 2.11.17 were enjoyed by the children and made a
profit of £587.20.
FoG sold tickets for the firework display at Chalfont St. Peter on 5.11.17 and raised
£74. Attendees agreed that it was a fantastic display.
FoG sold refreshments at the Glebe Art Gallery on 29.11.17 and 30.11.17. It only
took £15.79 across both evenings and members agreed that this was not worth
doing.
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FoG sold tickets for the Beck Theatre production of Aladdin on 14.12.17. This raised
£1100. FoG have already purchased tickets for the Peter Pan Pantomime at The
Beck on Thursday 13th December 2018, 7pm.
On 18.12.17, FoG organised and paid for a pantomime of Beauty and The Beast to
be performed in school. This was enjoyed by the children.
Since September, Easy Fundraising has raised £45.11 and has 28 supporters.
Easy Fundraising is a website with over 3,000 shops and sites including Amazon,
Ebay, John Lewis, Sainsbury’s, M&S and Next. Every time, purchases are made
with a retailer through this site, a percentage will be given to Friends of Glebe:
Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
Click the pink JOIN NOW button and search for Friends of Glebe
Click “Join Us”
Complete the form with your name and email address.
Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first
Find the site you want (i.e Amazon, Argos, Boots, Ocado) and shop
After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to FoG.

5. FOG contribution to school since the last meeting
FoG have paid £730.48 for two lockable musical instrument trollies. It was agreed
that an engraved plaque should be placed on both trollies to highlight that these
were donated by FoG.
FoG previously agreed that they wanted to concentrate their fundraising efforts upon
and an outdoor classroom project. The outdoor classroom would have seating,
chalk boards, storage and room for thirty children. The cost of this project is
approximately £10,000. The Treasurer explained that FoG are currently in a
position to donate £5000 and that future fundraising efforts would be targeted
towards raising the remaining money for this project. To make the most of the
summer months, it was agreed that construction should commence as soon as
possible. Members were informed that at the end of May, the school are holding an
outdoor learning week, with the RSPB in attendance for three days. [Secretary’s
Note: work will commence on 22.01.18].
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6. Forthcoming Events
Friday 9th March 2018 - Mother’s Day Shop. The logistics of purchasing and
wrapping the gifts were discussed.
Thursday 22nd March 2018 – Bags2School.
Thursday 22nd March 2018- Easter Discos Neil the DJ has been booked.
5.30-6.30pm
7.00-8.00

-

DISCO 1 (Years 1,2, & 3)
DISCO 2 (Years 4,5 & 6)

Saturday 9th June 2018 - Summer Fair. 1-4pm.
There will be an on the day raffle.
Food and drink will be provided by Honey bees, Slush Puppie (TBC), Melisi
restaurant pizzas and Home will be running the bar. Other refreshment providers
are being contacted.
Several attractions have been booked, including a petting zoo, bouncy castles, face
painter, Game Wagon, the plait lady, massage man and henna.
Confirmed external stallholders are Pondi Cherry handbags, Umra Misra paintings &
crafts and The Rock Project. Pitches are £30.
FoG run stalls will be beauty stall, adopt-a-softie, coconut shy, lucky dip, spin the
wheel, sumo, Whack-A-Rat, jolly jars and tombola.
The Chair explained that Neil the DJ can no longer host the event. It was agreed
that a host playing music was required to help the day run smoothly and add
atmosphere. Suggestions were welcomed. Kate Murray offered to contact a
Hospital Radio DJ. If unsuccessful, Rochelle Yeoman had a possible contact.
7. Review of new disco entrance procedure.
For the spooky sparkle disco, all attending children had to have the contact
telephone number of a caregiver clearly written on their wristband. To facilitate this,
there was no longer a pay on the door option and sharpie pens were available when
wristbands were purchased. This new procedure worked well and will be continued
for future discos.
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8. Changes to disco refreshments
Currently, disco entrance costs £2.50 and children bring in pocket money to
purchase sweets and drinks.
Difficulties with the discos were discussed.
Difficulties for the children
Some children do not bring any money, which causes upset. Other children bring
too much money. There are also issues with children keeping their money safe
during the disco and lost purses/wallets.
Children tend to spend most of the discos queuing rather than dancing. Some of the
younger children need a lot of support with paying.
Some children buy large quantities of sweets and this raises a moral question.
Difficulties for FoG
In order to serve the children quickly, FoG need approximately 8 helpers just for the
sweets and drinks stalls. It can be difficult to get sufficient numbers to volunteer.
There are also practical difficulties with floats and secure storage of the takings
overnight and carrying the takings.
A change was proposed, whereby disco entrance is increased to £5. This covers
both entry and a party bag of goodies on arrival. Water would still be freely
available. A paper party bag example was looked at. It was suggested that the
paper party bag should include a drink, pom bear crisps, haribos packet, a flic-a-lick,
chocolate, a themed toy and other treats. The paper bag could also be used as a
litter bag to hopefully reduce the dropped litter. After the initial distributing of party
bags on arrival, FoG volunteers would then be able to supervise the children more
closely. Children would be able to win additional treats from party games run by the
DJ.

Advantages:
•
•
•
•
•

Children and caregivers don’t need to bring pocket money.
No purses/wallets/money misplaced.
Consumption of vast amounts of sugar reduced.
More opportunity for the children to dance and interact with the DJ, rather than
queuing.
Fewer FoG volunteers needed
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•
•

FoG would be freed to better supervise the children
No money floats or logistical problems with the takings.

Disadvantages:
•
•
•
•
•

Takes children’s choice away
£5 per child upfront
FoG volunteers would be needed in the afternoon of the disco to pack up the party
bags
Children may receive something in their bag that they do not like. In this instance,
they would be encouraged to swap amongst themselves.
Allergies need to be considered.

In order to address the issue of allergies. It was agreed that at the point of wristband
sale, FoG needs to ascertain if the child has an allergy. Children with an allergy will
be issued with a red wristband. Children with no informed allergy will be given a
green wristband. Close monitoring of sold wristband numbers would be required. On
the night, children with red wristbands will enter the hall via the school foyer
entrance. In the foyer, there will be a table a selection of different treats and the
caregiver can help the child choose which ones they are permitted to put in their bag.
This would give the caregivers of children with allergies more control and peace of
mind than they currently have with the existing system.
The meeting agreed to trial the proposed amendment to disco refreshments. Party
bag toys were discussed.
It was agreed that a camping table would be useful for wristband sales. Kate Murray
volunteered to see if she had a spare to donate.
9. The future of Friends of Glebe
The Chair reminded the meeting that her son is in year six and will be leaving Glebe
at the end of the academic year. Therefore, the AGM will be brought forward to July,
so that a new Chair can be elected.
The Chair urged members to consider if they would be willing to take on FoG roles
for 2018/19.
It was suggested that in the following academic year, the structure of FoG may be
slightly adjusted and some responsibilities might be delegated. For example, a
volunteer to be in charge of second hand uniform or refreshments etc.
10. Any other business
The Chair confirmed that the next issue of Foghorn will be distributed soon.
11. Date of next meeting – Monday 23rd April 2018, 7pm, School Hall.
The meeting closed at 7:56pm
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