2019 SATs
What you need to know
A guide to supporting your child

How does the SATs affect my child?
Introduction:
As you are aware the Key Stage 2 SATs are completed by your child during Year 6. These tests are designed
by the Department for Education to assess how successful your child has been during their time in Key
Stage 2 (Year 3-6). The amount of knowledge your child is expected to retain, recall and apply is significant
and can be from any of their Key Stage 2 learning, not just the Year 6 curriculum.

We have produced this support pack and run the parent workshops to help you understand:
The process for testing
The expected skills and knowledge your child will require
When each test will happen
The format of each test and some of the possible content
How we will be helping prepare your child
What you can do to support your child and the school in this process

Timetable for Key Stage 2 exams
Monday 13 May 2019

English grammar, punctuation and spelling test (SPaG)
Paper 1, short answer questions.
45 minutes
Paper 2, spelling.
15 minutes (approximately – not strictly timed)

Tuesday 14 May 2019

English reading test:
Reading booklet and associated answer booklet.
1 hour

Wednesday 15 May 2019

Mathematics:
Paper 1 arithmetic test.
30 minutes
Paper 2 reasoning.
40 minutes

Thursday 16 May 2019

Mathematics
Paper 3 reasoning.
40 minutes

How does the SATs affect my child?
In short the curriculum is hard and so the tests are hard to match it. Also as levels are no longer used to
score children and compare their results all children in any given Year 6 cohort nationally will be compared.
A national average score will be determined and your child will be compared to that. No account is taken
of any additional challenges the child or school faces when making this comparison.
The tests are set and marked externally.
After children have completed their tests and they have been marked. All children will receive 3 pieces of
information relating to their tests:
•
•
•

A raw score – the amount they scored in the test.
A scaled score – a score to show how well they performed against children in their cohort
nationally, 100 will be the national standard.
Confirmation whether or not they have attained the national standard.

What are the expectations for my child?
The Key Stage 2 curriculum is currently assessed by the Department for Education using a framework of
objectives. The curriculum is designed as a mastery curriculum, which means that children are expected
to develop new skills and knowledge each year that add to and relate to the previous years. They are
expected to be able to recall, understand, explain and apply all of this knowledge and these skills
independently. Your child was in Year 3 when the curriculum changed and therefore has had 3 years of
this learning.

The national expectations are all or nothing! This means a child must be consistently demonstrating all of the
skills across the curriculum in order to be considered as ‘working at age related expectations’. If they do not
demonstrate every skill, they are ‘working below age related expectations’. Within writing there has been
additional guidance released to show what ‘working towards age-related expectations’ would look like as
well as ‘working at greater depth’. This additional guidance has only been produced for writing, and some
limited discretion can be exercised by the teacher: teachers can use their discretion to ensure that, on
occasion, a particular weakness does not prevent an accurate judgement being made of a pupil’s attainment
overall.
Please note that this information and the subsequent information has been taken from the DfE publications,
‘Teacher assessment frameworks at the end of key stage 2: For use from the 2018/2019 academic year
onwards’, ‘The National Curriculum’ and assessment guidance for this academic year.
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Checklist for how to help my child prepare
In the lead up to SATs:
• Make the importance of the SATs clear but try not to create stress!
• Have high expectations of your child in all of their work. This includes the way they
speak, write and complete their homework sheets as well as the way they explain
their work and ideas.
• Ensure they complete their homework tasks in a focused way. This means
• sitting at a table or desk, with enough time to complete the work and making them
go over it after they have completed it. If possible go through it with them too.
• If you are able to, set up a dedicated study area that they can use to revise and
complete homework. This will help develop a routine and therefore help them to
learn more.
• Always expect your child to be able to explain the task they have been set. They will
have covered it in class, often on numerous occasions!
• Get them to keep practising the key skills they will need. Mental Maths games on the
• way to school, spelling games to earn a reward at home, use online resources such as
Doodle Maths, education city, or just search Year 6 maths/spelling/grammar games on
Google, etc.

The week before and the week of the SATs:
•
•
•
•
•

Keep your child focused and calm.
Make sure they get a good night’s sleep.
Make sure they have a good breakfast.
Ensure they are in school on time ready to start.
Let them have some ‘down time’ to relax after school.

